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people, could be a check on the Presi-
dent.

As our President right now is abroad,
insulting our allies, drawing us closer
to adversaries like Russia, we can be a
check. We can say, when it comes to
those families separated at the border,
we are not going to put a single pri-
ority of the President forward until he
reunites all of them. When it comes to
the press, who are under attack in
speech that is constantly being sup-
pressed, we can pass the Journalist
Protection Act, which I recently intro-
duced, which would make it a Federal
crime to commit violence against any-
one in the news gathering business.
There is a 1ot we can do together.

And as it comes to our democracy,
Mr. Speaker, we are just 4 months
away from an election. The adversary
that our President is meeting with is
determined to interfere again. The best
antidote to stop that would be for us to
unite and pass legislation to have an
independent commission. That is bipar-
tisan legislation that is out there.

We can be the check that our Found-
ers envisioned. We can be the check
that our constituents really need us to
be during these trying times.

We are not helpless, Mr. Speaker. We
can pick up the pieces, and we can re-
build and restore those freedoms that
FDR stood in this Chamber and guar-
anteed to the world that we would
have. That should still be true today in
America.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

Reverend John Hill, Flint Hill United
Methodist Church, Alexander City,
Alabama, offered the following prayer:

Gracious, mighty, and wonderful
God, I pray for this historic Chamber,
and I most humbly ask for Your wis-
dom, discernment, and grace to be
showered upon these representatives of
the people.

Allow their decisions to be made with
selfless interest, keeping a keen eye
upon the good of our Nation as a whole.
Let their collegiality and respect for
one another be an example of states-
manship to our Nation. Give them the
humbleness to bring differing opinions
and work together toward the best so-
lution.

Allow them to disagree without vili-
fying, and may their differences be
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brought together for the good of the
country so that the United States of
America may be a shining beacon of
hope and liberty to the world. May
they be reminded of the sacred trust
the people have placed in them and not
shrink from this awesome responsi-
bility that they have accepted.

In the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms. ESTY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
THOSE KILLED OR WOUNDED IN
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks that
the House now observe a moment of si-
lence in honor of those who have been
killed or wounded in service to our
country and all those who serve and
their families.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND JOHN
HILL

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to welcome our guest
chaplain, Reverend John Hill. Reverend
Hill lives in Alexander City, Alabama,
and is the pastor of Flint Hill United
Methodist Church.

In 2010, Reverend Hill had his ordina-
tion as elder in the United Methodist
Church; and in 2017, he achieved senior
chaplain status with the International
Conference of Police Chaplains, certifi-
cation in critical incident stress man-
agement, and became a certified in-
structor for group crisis intervention.

Reverend Hill has done chaplain
work with several police departments
across the State as well as with the
Alabama Department of Public Safety.
He also was selected to serve as a vol-
unteer chaplain for the United States
Secret Service.

Reverend Hill is joined today by his
wife, Jill, and their three children, and
it is my honor to welcome him to the
House of Representatives and our Na-
tion’s Capitol.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOHNSON of Ohio). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———————

WELCOMING PENN STATE 4-H TO
THE CAPITOL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to welcome
members of the Penn State 4-H pro-
gram to the Nation’s Capital. This
afternoon, students will share their 4-H
experiences with me and discuss the
importance the program has had in
their lives.

4-H is open to all young people re-
gardless of where they live, what their
backgrounds are, or what interests
them. From traditional activities for
youth in rural places to after-school
programs for city youth, 4-H has it all.

Last month, Penn State 4-H hosted
the first Pennsylvania 4-H Science of
Agriculture Challenge in State College.
Scores of 4-H teams competed in the
challenge that was based around the
American Farm Bureau’s Pillars of Ag-
ricultural Literacy.

First place went to the Westmore-
land County equestrian team. The mar-
keting team from Clarion County came
in second. Third place went to the
Armstrong County Idea Makers. Teams
from Allegheny County and Wash-
ington County rounded out the top five
winners.

Mr. Speaker, 4-H plays an incredible
role in the lives of American students
who are learning leadership, citizen-
ship, and life skills. I am proud that 4-
H helps so many reach their full poten-
tial.

————

ACA SABOTAGE

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, an-
other week, another two blatant at-
tempts by this administration to sabo-
tage the Affordable Care Act.

On Saturday, the Trump administra-
tion announced it is ending payments
that help insurers meet the require-
ment to cover individuals with pre-
existing conditions. These risk adjust-
ment payments pool risk for insurers
so all Americans can be covered, not
just the healthiest few.

Just yesterday, the Trump adminis-
tration announced it is slashing funds
for healthcare navigators by 70 per-
cent. These navigators are the individ-
uals trained to help Americans com-
pare and enroll in plans. Without navi-
gator assistance, more Americans will
struggle to enroll, and more people will
g0 uninsured.
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These changes and other actions pre-
viously announced by this administra-
tion will result in higher premiums for
millions of individuals and small busi-
nesses.

Remember this: the 130 million
Americans, those of us with preexisting
conditions, will pay the heaviest price.

This cynical effort to diminish access
to quality, affordable care has to stop.
The Trump administration needs to
abandon its effort to undermine the
ACA and instead start working with
those of us who want to improve, rath-
er than tear down, our healthcare sys-
tem.

————
CONGRATULATING MIAMI BRIDGE

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to congratulate Miami
Bridge on its 33rd anniversary. Located
in my congressional district, Miami
Bridge works to provide a safe haven
for teens who are abandoned, ne-
glected, and homeless in Miami-Dade
County.

Miami Bridge is the only emergency
home in south Florida which shelters
children from ages 10 to 17. This orga-
nization provides and promotes posi-
tive youth development programs and
strengthens families to enable children
and teens to become productive mem-
bers of our community.

Annually, Miami Bridge houses more
than 600 children and teens and pro-
vides counseling to more than 550 fami-
lies. From assisting families in devel-
oping the necessary skills to comfort
at-risk children to empowering young-
sters with opportunities to make posi-
tive life choices, Miami Bridge’s many
services help children overcome the
challenges that confront them and re-
alize their full potential.

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud to rep-
resent Miami Bridge, and I congratu-
late its wonderful staff, its board mem-
bers, and its volunteers for their tre-
mendous efforts to save at-risk youth
from a life of victimization and home-
lessness.

——
RHODE ISLAND’S FISHERIES

(Mr. CICILLLINE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, Rhode
Island’s commercial fishing industry
provides thousands of good-paying jobs
and hundreds of millions of dollars of
economic activity every year; but later
today, the House is voting on a bill
that will jeopardize this critical sector
of our State’s economy. H.R. 200 under-
mines the science-based catch limits
that we have used in recent decades to
keep fisheries sustainable for the long
term.

We have seen this movie before. It
was just a few decades ago that Con-
gress first put the science-based catch
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limits in place. Congress had to do so
because overfishing had brought Amer-
ica’s fisheries to the brink of economic
and environmental collapse.

It turns out the science works. Since
Congress put these science-based catch
limits in place, dozens of fish stocks
have been brought back to sustainable
levels and overfishing incidents have
been cut substantially. Good-paying
jobs in the fishing industry have
thrived. The industry now, as a whole,
generates billions of dollars in eco-
nomic activity every year.

H.R. 200 will reverse this progress.
We cannot let it pass. It is a terrible
bill that will harm fishermen in my
State and all up and down the coast.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle to reject this
bill.

———

THE COLORBLIND BOOM IN JOBS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week, Investor’s Business
Daily published an editorial titled:
“Colorblind Boom in Jobs.”

The editorial begins: ‘It may be a
surprise, but President Trump is no-
where near as unpopular among minor-
ity voters as the biased mainstream
media suggest. Why is that? In a word,
jobs.

“Trump, it turns out, has been the
most consequential President in his-
tory when it comes to minority em-
ployment. In June, for instance, the
unemployment rate for Hispanics and
Latinos 16 years and older fell to 4.6
percent, its lowest level ever. . . .’

African American unemployment of
6.5 percent ‘‘represents the second low-
est unemployment reading ever for
Black Americans.

““As for Asian Americans, unemploy-
ment similarly bounced off its all-time
low.. . .”

“The truth is, the ripping jobs
growth that began when Trump en-
tered office and picked up steam after
his tax cuts has been good for everyone
in America—even liberal media pun-
dits.”

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Best wishes, Judge Brett Kavanaugh,
with an impeccable record of service to
be on the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Happy birthday, Jackson Gossett.

————
PENSIONS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, many Americans have worked
hard their entire lives paying into pen-
sion programs with the promise that,
after a career of hard labor, they would
have a secure transition into retire-
ment.
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Our multiemployer pension plans, of
which there are 114, covering 1.3 mil-
lion workers, are severely underfunded
and in trouble. The Butch Lewis Act is
an important step in responsibly secur-
ing the pensions that millions of Amer-
ican workers have earned throughout
their years of hard work.

We must ensure that the pensions
that American union workers have
earned over a lifetime of work are pro-
tected well into the future. This Con-
gress needs to take action now to en-
sure the promise of those who were
promised after years of contributions
to have a pension in their retirement
years.

———

178 WORDS OF FORGOTTEN
HISTORY THAT MUST BE TOLD

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 100
years ago, on November 11, 1918, the
war to end all wars came to an end.

Over 4 million American doughboys
went off to fight on the battlefields and
in the brutal trenches of Europe. Mr.
Speaker, 116,000 of America’s sons and
daughters were killed in combat, and
200,000 more were wounded.

All the survivors of the great World
War I have since died. They are no
more. We must never forget their self-
less sacrifices to make this world a
freer place.

Last year, our country finally broke
ground in Washington, D.C., on a me-
morial to honor their service to our
country. I am privileged that Rep-
resentative CLEAVER and I helped make
this memorial a reality. Forever their
sacrifice for this Nation and this world
will be preserved in bronze and stone in
the heart of this city.

May our country never forget their
sacred ©pledge, recited in George
Cohan’s song:

We’ll be over,
We’re coming over,
And we won’t come back,
Till it’s over, over there.
And that is just the way it is.

——
SAN DIEGO PRIDE

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate Pride
Month in San Diego and honor our
progress.

In 1974, a group of LGBTQ San
Diegans were denied a permit to host a
pride parade. Despite facing great dan-
ger, dozens bravely marched in the
streets. So this weekend, over 200,000
San Diegans are expected to join to-
gether to celebrate how far we have
come and spread the message of equal-
ity.

Though we have made great progress,
this month also marks the 1-year anni-
versary of a lawsuit that was actually
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